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PUBLIC HOUSING — KIDANE GEBREMEDHIN TSAGY 
Petition 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [9.02 am]: This petition is signed by one petitioner, and reads as 
follows — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 

I, Kidane Gebremedhin Tsagy, the undersigned, bring your urgent attention to my housing situation and 
the impact it is now having on my family. 

I live with my husband and six children. My husband and I receive Centrelink income support of 
$460.90 per fortnight each plus family support for the children. I am the primary carer of the children 
and my husband is studying English so that one day he can get a job. 

We are currently renting a 4 bedroom house from a private landlord, in Koondoola, paying most of our 
income in rent, $360 each week. Because of the high rent we have difficulty providing the basic needs 
for our children. We are unable to engage in our Australian community fully because we have no extra 
money for social activities. 

The house we live in is in very poor condition; just recently we lost personal belonging and furniture 
because of the leaking roof. We have reported this to the landlord but nothing has been done. I am 
worried the landlord will ask us to leave the house and then my family and I will be homeless. 

I am on the Homeswest waiting list for a four bedroom and I have been waiting for 7 years already. 
I am told I could be waiting 10 years or more before I am offered a house I can afford. 

Now I ask the Legislative Assembly to give urgent attention to my housing needs and the housing needs 
of all Western Australians who are currently suffering homelessness due to a critical shortage of 
affordable community housing properties. 

[See petition149.] 
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